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NEWS NORTH DAKOTA

Norman Lutheran Church near Kindred
marks 150 years this weekend

It started with a handful of North Dakota farm families from Norway. This weekend,
descendants of those pioneer settlers are throwing a party for one of the state's oldest
congregations.

Norman Lutheran Church is celebrating its 150 year anniversary. Activities are scheduled
starting Saturday, June 25. Ryan Longnecker / WDAY News

~# By Kevin Wallevand
42 June22,2022 at 7:05 PM

@ Share @ News reporting

Kindred, N.D. — It all started in an old log cabin south of Horace,

mnann thAa QlhAasrannina Dacraw s ThAn NTawth Malrata ciraa a1l s Acirn an


https://www.inforum.com/kevin-wallevand
https://www.inforum.com/kevin-wallevand
https://www.inforum.com/
https://www.inforum.com/news
https://www.inforum.com/news/north-dakota
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuOVIXM2dsjjJB1u4FnDOdacbajWNgZFTUfX8QidDSs-RNtDlUP1hSEIFT1bpXyiSGKYWLfyroqMmQpgeFuMGg1ci5sOg2Gkn34kFbFxOlR1MTCmFbC6XKSgies2MiV-BzW_-G9d8hR9TJ6kNcJakx4YxHpNnpg74vyGHI5lC-5rcHztIml4dfKzgNX225SzQJTbEIW7oTDl2m3DzxHUseqz85j4kySYASNllKqlh6TNksX1Fz5zNVkGx-xlYFoSpe2V2I8rTGZqs17lXnZ_M8iHxhKKRTKnCA5RegTFl_jE9kkLuShaNC4JavwZuBteHpok13SVvdHssp5JAoazl54rxcxinCtzCZf6kTHiWcfoMTfJw3pzmb7_jSlUoyx-wfuEbXhjUnt1yJ3NwejxdAhqUAKBRGUTbdKu94TY5wNw1Y5UwQ3pkkk0mDwsPDs1m0&sai=AMfl-YS6rB-Ut5qabZuN97xzjyBjIhBK797cbfwthnl4IveIj8jesCRcG7Gg01EVFzyS9LZGlLlaPf1SuLDj2lYd3YE_vS0KBBWNKLPndGAae5hGSAgeyoW4fQDMwEV14066W3oC0c4WAiHU4oMEDCIc6md_&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBbWVr3dRiIr&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://amazon.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuOVIXM2dsjjJB1u4FnDOdacbajWNgZFTUfX8QidDSs-RNtDlUP1hSEIFT1bpXyiSGKYWLfyroqMmQpgeFuMGg1ci5sOg2Gkn34kFbFxOlR1MTCmFbC6XKSgies2MiV-BzW_-G9d8hR9TJ6kNcJakx4YxHpNnpg74vyGHI5lC-5rcHztIml4dfKzgNX225SzQJTbEIW7oTDl2m3DzxHUseqz85j4kySYASNllKqlh6TNksX1Fz5zNVkGx-xlYFoSpe2V2I8rTGZqs17lXnZ_M8iHxhKKRTKnCA5RegTFl_jE9kkLuShaNC4JavwZuBteHpok13SVvdHssp5JAoazl54rxcxinCtzCZf6kTHiWcfoMTfJw3pzmb7_jSlUoyx-wfuEbXhjUnt1yJ3NwejxdAhqUAKBRGUTbdKu94TY5wNw1Y5UwQ3pkkk0mDwsPDs1m0&sai=AMfl-YS6rB-Ut5qabZuN97xzjyBjIhBK797cbfwthnl4IveIj8jesCRcG7Gg01EVFzyS9LZGlLlaPf1SuLDj2lYd3YE_vS0KBBWNKLPndGAae5hGSAgeyoW4fQDMwEV14066W3oC0c4WAiHU4oMEDCIc6md_&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBbWVr3dRiIr&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://amazon.com

oy

SR pEDER BORDERUD CABIN et

'Rt ok & cdedebdiabuil

Picture of small cabin where church services were once held. Contributed / Norman
Lutheran Church

"It is my home. My home church," said Arlene Haux, a longtime
organist who is now retired.

Haux had family that settled there in 1880.

A map of Dakota Territory with a picture of a small cabin once used for Norman Lutheran
Church. Contributed / Norman Lutheran Church



Melvin Anderson is 99. He is the oldest member of Norman
Lutheran Church. He remembers a church with a wood stove, going
to church while his Dad was serving in World War I and getting to
church from the farm using horses.

A picture of women and children who were part of the congregation of Norman Lutheran
Church. Contributed / Norman Lutheran Church

The weekend of June 25, people are flying and driving from across
the region and nation as Norman Lutheran Church — one of the
oldest churches in North Dakota — marks 150 years. There is a run,
hayride, cemetery tour and afternoon program scheduled Saturday,
with a special anniversary church service set for Sunday.



Picture of of a previous Norman Lutheran Church Contributed / Norman Lutheran Church

"(There are) so many people wanting to move into the area, and so
there's a lot of young families that are coming in, and it's really
exciting," said Norman Lutheran Church Pastor Katie Kringstad.
"It's vibrant (and) it's a joyful place to be."

Four pictures of different versions of Norman Lutheran Church. Contributed / Norman
Lutheran Church

Being a country preacher back in the day wasn't a moneymaker.
WDAY News looked at church records, and the pastor there made
$400 a year.



Cameron Mitchell is a seventh-generation member at Norman
Lutheran, and Wesley Nelson had ancestors who started coming to
the church in 1876.

Picture of Norman Lutheran Church congregation from a long time ago. Contributed /
Norman Lutheran Church

"This was home to me, (...) I always feel that way," Nelson said. "I
can't get adjusted to living in the big city. I call Fargo a big city."

From its humble start in a log cabin, through two churches burning
to the ground, the congregation prepares for the church's 150th
celebration with hopes of another 150 years to come.
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By Kevin Wallevand(https://www.inforum.com/kevin-wallevand)

evin Wallevand has been a reporter at WDAY-TV since 1983. He is a native of Vining,
f\y}ﬂﬁlﬁjess'/]{a in Otter Tail County. His series and documentary work have brought him to
)Q%ng‘,l{)ietnam, Haiti, Kosovo, South America, Mongolia, Juarez,Mexico and the
&%‘9@%?%_“ He is an multiple Emmy and national Edward R. Murrow award recipient.

allevan
5/ ac%vl?evin at kwallevand@wday.com(mailto:kwallevand@wday.com) or 701-241-
17(tel:7012415317)
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